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SAINT ANGELA SCHOOL 
ALTERNATIVE LEARNING PLAN ASSIGNMENTS 

Week of April 27 – May 1st, 2020 
 

Teacher Dr. Farina        Grade 6th 
 
The Alternative Learning Plan Assignments listed below will facilitate continuous uninterrupted learning with 
assignments based on the academic standards promulgated by the State of Illinois and the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. Scholars are expected to complete the assignments as described, and submit them when they return 
to school. That date has yet to be determined. Each Sunday around 5:00 PM, beginning on March 15 until 
school resumes, your scholar’s Alternative Learning Plan Assignments will be posted on our school website. 
Parents, thank you in advance for your kind and generous assistance in extending learning into the home 
during this very difficult and trying time. Be safe and God bless! 
 
Reading:  
Independent Reading:  
 Log into your Commonlit.org. account.  Your articles for this week are posted to begin on 

Monday, April 27th. Be aware that the due date for this week’s assigned article is Wednesday, 
April 29th. You have to complete the guided questions before the program will allow you to 
work on the assessment questions. In addition to the commonlit.org score (highest scores for a 
two week period is recorded in Power School), I will be entering a grade for the annotations and 
highlights that you make on your articles. You can directly make the annotations on 
commonlit.org or you can complete the annotation notes sheet that I will be posting on Google 
classroom. 

 Directions: If you are not using Google Classroom, copy this table to a sheet of paper and 
complete your annotations. Then take a picture of your work and email to me at 
mfarina@saintangel.org. 
 

Post the line 
number of 

the text you 
are 

highlighting 

Annotation Notes 

  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 You have the ability to view your performance on your performance page. In addition, you will 
be able to see the feedback that I have supplied for your written response. You can also review 
your multiple choice answers. If you score poorly on a commonlit.org assignment, I will un-
submit it and email you the number of the questions that you missed.  

mailto:mfarina@saintangel.org
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 If you are having difficulty answering the assessment questions, remember to apply the It Says, I 

Say and So reading strategy, and note the action and the object in the questions before your 
search for your evidence in the text to support your answer, then compare your answer to the 
M/C options. Remember you can follow the same process, minus the comparison component for 
your short student response.  

 
 As I have been viewing your short responses, I have noticed an improvement in your written 

student responses.   
 

Skill Study – Inference in Reading 

Guidelines  
Directions: Review the Guidelines below before completing another Making Inferences in Reading 
lesson. 

 
• Never lose sight of the available information.  As much as possible, base your 

inferences on the facts.  
• Use your background information and experience to help you in making inferences. The 

more you know about a subject, the better your inferences are likely to be.  So, keep in 
mind that if your background in an area is weak, your inferences maybe shaky.   

• Consider the alternatives. Don’t simply accept the first inference that comes to mind.  
Instead, consider all of the facts of a case and all the possible explanations. 

Inference in Literature 

Directions: Read the text below to discover the difference between how writers imply their 
meaning in factual/informational text and fiction/literature. 

As you have learned about making inference in reading factual/informational text, writers usually state 
directly much of what they mean. On the other hand, in fictional/literature, writers often provide verbal 
pictures that show us what they mean. More than in factual/informational text, it is up to the reader to 
infer the point of what the creative writer has expressed.  For instance, in non-fiction text a reader 
might see, “The little boy was in a stubborn mood.” The author uses modifiers, such as adjectives and 
adverbs. But the novelist might write, “When Todd’s mother asked him to stop playing in the yard and 
come indoors, he did not even look up but shouted “no!” and then spelled it out, “N….O!” Rather than 
merely stating that Todd was stubborn, the author shows the stubbornness with specific details. To get 
the most out of literature, you must often infer meanings—just as you do in everyday life. You have 
seen this demonstrated in some of your commonlit.org articles. In some of the article, the authors used 
rhetorical devices (metaphors, similes) to help the reading infer the implications of the text.  

Directions: Now look below at the following statement that a nonfiction writer might produce. 

 The more English I learned in school, the more separation I felt from my parents. 

Directions: Now compare the above statement with the following excerpt from Hunger of 
Memory, a literary autobiography by Richard Rodriguez. 
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 Matching the silence, I started hearing in public was a new quiet at home. The family’s 
quiet was partly due to the fact that, as we children learned more and more English, we shared 
fewer and fewer words with our parents. Sentences needed to be spoken slowly when a child 
addressed his mother or father. (often the parent would not understand.) The child would need 
to repeat himself. (still the parent misunderstood.) The young voice, frustrated, would end up 
saying, “Never mind”—the subject was closed. Dinner would be noisy with the clinking of 
knives and forks against dishes. My mother would smile softly between her remarks; my father 
at the other end of the table would chew and chew his food, while he stared over the heads of 
his children. 

 My mother! My father! After English became my primary language, I no longer knew 
what words to use in addressing my parents. The old Spanish words (those tender accents of 
sound) I had used earlier—mama and papa—I could not use anymore.  They would have been 
too painful reminders of how much had changed in my life. On the other hand, the words I 
heard neighborhood kids call their parents seemed equally unsatisfactory. Mother and Father; 
Ma, Papa, Pa, Dad, Pop (how I hated the all-American sound of that last word especially)—all 
those terms I felt were unsuitable, not really terms of address for my parents. As a result, I 
never used them at home. Whenever I would speak to my parents, I would try to get their 
attention with eye contact alone. In public conversations, I would rather to “my parents” or “my 
mother and father.” 

Directions:  Check Your Understanding – See if you can answer the following inference 
questions based on the previous excerpt. 

_____ 1. From the passage we can infer that 

a. the Rodriguez children had never gotten along well with their parents. 
b. Rodriguez’s father was very strict. 
c. Rodriguez’s parents were not learning much English. 

_____ 2. The passage suggests that 

a. the children’s learning more English upset their relationship with their parents. 
b. The parents were not willing to have their home life disrupted to ensure that their children 

would fit in with mainstream America. 
c. The children were having problems in school. 

_____ 3. We can conclude that Rodriguez’s father stared over the heads of his children at  
     the dinner table because he 

a. Preferred not to speak while eating 
b. Felt alienated from his children. 
c. Believed his children should not be speaking English. 

 
_____ 4. The passage suggests that Rodriguez 
  

a.  Harbored a hatred of America. 
b. Felt inferior to the other children in his neighborhood. 
c. Felt some loyalty to the language and culture of his parents. 
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_____ 5. The passage suggests that Rodriguez’s parents 

 a. were angry and resentful when their children spoke English. 

 b. patiently accepted their children’s new language. 

 c. were not interested in their children’s well-being 

 

For the few students who have not been able to access Google Classroom, copy and paste the answer sheet 
below to a word document and sent it to me.  If you are still handwriting your answer, set up your answer in 
the format below.  Take a picture of your work and attach it to an email or can copy it to a Google Doc. 

 
Name:      6th Grade Inferences in Literature 5/1 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 

 
Vocabulary Study:  Use the lyrics of the rap, The Ballard of Ron & John to help you identify the 
meaning of the focus words.   

 
 The Ballard of Ron & John  

Once upon a time, far away some place, 
Two princes got up in each other's face. 
Sir John hated Sir Ron and so he vowed , 
And promised to fight him till he was in the ground. 
Sir Ron, in turn, loathed  Sir John, 
Hated him like Eminem hates his mom. 
They were treacherous , neither one could be trusted, 
Ron would give you hot dogs and steal the mustard. 
That provoked , brought about a response from John, 
Who hit Ron's arm hard like a ping-pong ball. 
Ron retaliated , got back at him fast, 
Broke his arm, now Sir John's wearing a cast. 
But this wasn't the last; there were subsequent  fights, 
More that came after, so for hundreds of nights, 
There was a siege  on Ron's castle, 
John surrounded it, and attacked it from every angle. 
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I've seen fire, and I've seen rain, 
I've seen joy and I've seen pain, 
But it seems to me, there just might be a way… 
 
Now this is fishy like halibut, a trick that was elaborate , 
Worked out with great care and detail. 
John rolled a rock to collide  with Ron's car, 
Hit the side and hoped he died. 
But Ron found sanctuary  in a sanctuary, 
Found safety in a holy room, you know me? Good. 
Then Ron decided to do the same thing, 
He launched a series of operations, a campaign . 

Then he did something severe and drastic , 
Launched bombs to attack, John launched bombs back. 
They didn't think about the effect or consequence  
Of their actions, so guess what happened? 
The end seems inevitable , sure to occur, 
Ron and John both died, but why? 
Before you find yourself in this kind of predicament , 
This bad situation, you better think on it… 
 
I've seen fire, and I've seen rain, 
I've seen joy and I've seen pain, 
But it seems to me, there just might be a way… 

 

Directions:  Put your answer of the answer sheet provided for the blank spaces below in the sentences. 

 

1.  Do not get greedy like monopoly, It could turn evil like an _____. 
 
atrocity   perspective  rebuke 
 

2.   The security guard saw one person _____ another climb over the tall fence. 
 
 abetting  minimizing  rebuking 

 
3.   Tom Walked across the ice very slowly to ____the risk of falling. 

 
 deploy   minimize  evolve 
 

4.   Which is the antonym of these words:  impossible, impracticable, unlikely _____? 
 
 fastidious  voracious  feasible 
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5.  Kante’s dad said that getting to the grocery store in five minutes flat was not _____ because it was too far    
away. 

 voracious  feasible   elaborate 

6.  The animals were taken to a _____ where they would be safe and well treated. 
 
 Predicament  consequence  inventive 
 

7.  Which word is the antonym for this word: praise_____? 
 
 minimize discern   rebuke 
 

8.  Which word is the synonym for these words:  change, develop, grow _____? 

 evolve  rebuke   minimize 

9.  As a show of strength, the general _____three battalions to the base nearest the enemy border. 
 
 deployed exemplified  minimized 
 

10.  Our student body president tries to _____ the characteristic of a good leader and friend. 
 

 Deploy  discern   exemplify 
 
11. Which word is the antonym for these words: disregard, overlook _____? 

 
 Abet  exemplify  discern  
 

12. Which word is the synonym for these words: angle, viewpoint _____? 
 
 Atrocity  caption   perspective 

  
13. Which word is the synonym for these words: differentiate, distinguish _____? 

 
 Deploy  rebuke   discern 
 

14. Get someone to support and abet you. When you do math, be _____, pay mad attention to math 
equations. 
 
 Fastidious  sporadic feasible 
 

15.  Which word is the antonym for these words: continual, frequent, regular _____? 
 
 Sporadic  discern  rebuke 

 
16.  Timothy was such a _____ reader that the librarian let him check out more than the allowable number of 

books. 
 

 Feasible  voracious sporadic 
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For the few students who have not been able to access Google Classroom, copy and paste the answer sheet 
below to a word document and sent it to me. If you are still handwriting your answer, set up your answer in 
the format below.  Take a picture of your work and attach it to an email or can copy it to a Google Doc. 
 
Answer Sheet: 
Name:     6th Grade  Flocabulary Vocabulary Game - Week 2 –  
        The Ballard of Ron and John 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
 
Social Studies:  
 In your World History textbook, please read pages 217, 218, 219, and 220. If you are doing your work on 

notebook paper, I want you to copy the two column notes like the one below onto your notebook paper. 
Complete it, take a picture of it, and attach it to an email to mfarina@saintangela.org. This is only if you 
are not doing your work on a computer. These documents will be available on Google Classroom as 
Google Docs.  

 
Name:                                          6th grade  Alexander the Great 4/29 – 5/1 
 
Directions:  Identify main idea for each subtitle labeled in column 1 of the table. 
Then put those main ideas in the column on the labeled Main Idea. 

 

  

Two Column Notes Alexander The Great 
Subtitle Main Idea 

A Military Genius  
Philip Conquers Greece  
Alexander Defeats Persia  
Alexander’s Other Conquests  
A Blend of Cultures  
Alexandra  

mailto:mfarina@saintangela.org
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Directions:  If you are doing your work on notebook paper just copy the answer sheet below. 
 
Name:                                          6th grade   Greece Open Book Quiz  
Section 2 – Alexander the Great 
 
Meaning of Words: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
 
Answer to posted questions: 
 5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
 
Explain the meaning of each word below on you answer sheet that you created. 

Word Meaning 
catapult 1. 
Alexander the Great 2. 
Hellenistic 3. 
Alexandra 4. 

 
     Directions: Complete the chart below on your answer sheet that you created 

Posted Questions Supply your Answer Below 
What was the effects of the Catapult 
as a new weapon of warfare? 

5. 

After Alexander destroyed the city-
state of Thebes, what was the effect on 
other Greek city-states? 

6. 

What was the result of all of 
Alexander’s conquests? 

7. 

What happened to Greek democratic 
practices when Philip II of Macedonia 
conquered Greece? 

8. 

Why did Alexander’s empire include 
Central Asia and not India? 

9. 

How did Alexander spread Greek 
influence in the new cities he 
founded? 

10. 
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Teacher Comments:    

 Except for a few students, all of you are on Google Classroom. These same assignments will be 
posted on Google Classroom along with the appropriate answer sheets. 

 If you cannot get into Google Classroom, then email your work at mfarina@saintangela.org. .  
 I will be holding a weekly 6th grade reading Zoom classroom meeting on Thursdays at 9:00am. 

This week it will be Thursday, April 30th. I will be sending each of your parents an invitation to 
that meeting on Wednesday, April 29th. 

 Ms. Lyman has joined my Google Classroom Platform. She has all sent you an invitation. You 
need to answer it. She has posted a message on each of the art classes on my Google Classroom 
Platform. Her assignments will be posted their as well. The link to her website is 
https://artsaintangela.weebly.com/. 

  
 

mailto:mfarina@saintangela.org
https://artsaintangela.weebly.com/

