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SAINT ANGELA SCHOOL 
ALTERNATIVE LEARNING PLAN ASSIGNMENTS 

Week of March 30 – April 3, 2020 
 

Teacher Dr. Farina        Grade 6th 
 
The Alternative Learning Plan Assignments listed below will facilitate continuous uninterrupted learning with 
assignments based on the academic standards promulgated by the State of Illinois and the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. Scholars are expected to complete the assignments as described, and submit them when they return 
to school. That date has yet to be determined. Each Sunday around 5:00 PM, beginning on March 15 until 
school resumes, your scholar’s Alternative Learning Plan Assignments will be posted on our school website. 
Parents, thank you in advance for your kind and generous assistance in extending learning into the home 
during this very difficult and trying time. Be safe and God bless! 
 
 
 
 
Reading:  
 Independent Reading: I am up-to-date on my scoring your short student written responses for 

independent reading articles and have released your scores to you.  As you did last week, Log 
into your Commonlit.org. account.  Your articles for this week are posted to begin on Monday, 
March 30th. Again, to assist you this week, I have activated the guided reading questions for 
this week’s article.  Complete the guided questions before attempting the assessment 
questions.  As I did last week, at the end of this week, I will be monitoring your progress. As I 
have been doing all along, I will take your highest scores for a two week period and record 
your scores in Power School.  If you have additional articles that you have not completed on 
your home page, take this opportunity to complete those articles, too. Be aware that the due 
date for this week’s assigned article is Wednesday, April 1st. Try your best to get the article 
completed by that time.  Remember to apply the It Says, I Say and So reading strategy we 
have been practicing for the past two months.  I want you to note the action and the object in 
the questions before your search for your evidence in the text to support your answer, then 
compare your answer to the M/C options. Remember you can follow the same process, minus 
the comparison component for your short student response.  If you do not have a computer 
available, do all of this on a separate piece of notebook paper that includes your name, date, 
and name of the article. When you return, you can submit it for a classwork grade. As I have 
been viewing your short responses and the results of your M/C questions, I have noticed that 
some of you are not applying the “It Says, I Say and So in your answer choices or your short 
student written response.  Please read the teacher responses that I have included with your 
scores, so that you can improve your performance for this week’s submission. 
 

 Skill Study - Making Inferences When Reading: We will continue with the study of the reading 
skill of making inferences from text.   
 
 



2 
 

Directions:  If you do not have access to a computer, on a separate piece of notebook paper, head 
the upper right hand side of your paper with your name, date, and assignment name (the title of the 
article). Answer the questions below in full sentences. If you have the capacity to email me your 
assignment as an attachment, please do so.  Otherwise follow the directions in the March 16th 
teacher comment section of this lesson plan. 
 
Reading between the Lines 
 When you read and pick up ideas that are not directly stated in what you are reading. 
These implies ideas in the writing possess great importance in the reader obtaining full 
understanding of the author’s meaning. As a reader discovering these implied ideas in writing 
is called making inferences or drawing conclusions. 
 
Guidelines for Making Inferences in Reading 
 
Never lose sight of the available information.  As much as possible, base your inferences on the 
facts.  
 
Use your background information and experience to help you in making inferences. The more 
you know about a subject, the better your inferences are likely to be.  So, keep in mind that if 
your background in an area is weak, your inferences maybe shaky.   
 
Consider the alternatives. Don’t simply accept the first inference that comes to mind.  Instead, 
consider all of the facts of a case and all the possible explanations. 
 

 
 
Look at the cartoon above.  What inferences can you make that are most logically based on 
the information suggested by the cartoon? 
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Can you identify the two inferences in that are most firmly based on the information given in 
the following paragraph? 
 
 Jim Johnson panicked when he came home from work to find his neighbor’s pet rabbit 
dead and in the jaws of his German shepherd, Fido.  Johnson took the filthy, slightly chewed-
up bunny into his house, washed it with care, and then used the blow dryer to restore its fur 
as best he could.  A short time later he secretly put the rabbit back into its outdoor cage. 
 The next day, Jim’s neighbor stopped him as they were both doing yard work. “Did you 
hear that Thumper died?” “ 
 “Uh, no,” stammered Johnson. 
 “We went out a couple days ago and found him dead. What’s really weird, though, is 
that the day after we buried him, we went outside and discovered that someone had dug him 
up, given him a bath, styled his fur, and put him back into his cage!” 
 
Inference #1:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Inference #2:____________________________________________________________ 

 
 Vocabulary Study:  We are again working with the program Flocabulary. Since we cannot 

share this lesson in person, I have cut and pasted the lyrics of The Ballard of Ron & John 
below, so that you can see the focus vocabulary words in context. Use the lyrics of the rap to 
help you identify the meaning of the focus words.   
 
 The Ballard of Ron & John  

Once upon a time, far away some place, 
Two princes got up in each other's face. 
Sir John hated Sir Ron and so he vowed , 
And promised to fight him till he was in the ground. 
Sir Ron, in turn, loathed  Sir John, 
Hated him like Eminem hates his mom. 
They were treacherous , neither one could be trusted, 
Ron would give you hot dogs and steal the mustard. 
That provoked , brought about a response from John, 
Who hit Ron's arm hard like a ping-pong ball. 
Ron retaliated , got back at him fast, 
Broke his arm, now Sir John's wearing a cast. 
But this wasn't the last; there were subsequent  fights, 
More that came after, so for hundreds of nights, 
There was a siege  on Ron's castle, 
John surrounded it, and attacked it from every angle. 
 
I've seen fire, and I've seen rain, 
I've seen joy and I've seen pain, 
But it seems to me, there just might be a way… 
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Now this is fishy like halibut, a trick that was elaborate , 
Worked out with great care and detail. 
John rolled a rock to collide  with Ron's car, 
Hit the side and hoped he died. 
But Ron found sanctuary  in a sanctuary, 
Found safety in a holy room, you know me? Good. 
Then Ron decided to do the same thing, 
He launched a series of operations, a campaign . 

Then he did something severe and drastic , 
Launched bombs to attack, John launched bombs back. 
They didn't think about the effect or consequence  
Of their actions, so guess what happened? 
The end seems inevitable , sure to occur, 
Ron and John both died, but why? 
Before you find yourself in this kind of predicament , 
This bad situation, you better think on it… 
 
I've seen fire, and I've seen rain, 
I've seen joy and I've seen pain, 
But it seems to me, there just might be a way… 

Directions:  The new focus words below are from the rap, The Ballard of Ron & John.  
Either on Word document or on a sheet of notebook paper with the usual heading 
number from 1 – 11. Using context clues from the text and the table below, match the 
focus word in the textbox to the row containing the accurate meaning, part of speech, 
synonym, and antonym. 

 

Row Meaning Part of 
Speech 

Synonym Antonym 

1 Unavoidable & necessary adjective Certain, destined avoidable 
2 extreme; severe. adjective extreme, radical mild, modest, 

slight 
3 worked out with great care 

and attention to details. 
adjective complicated, 

detailed, intricate 
simple 

4 To get even; to do something 
to get revenge. 

verb settle, revenge forgive, pardon 

5 To feel intense hate for. verb despise, hate, 
detest 

adore, love 

drastic   treacherous  loathe   subsequent  sanctuary  

predicament retaliate  elaborate provoke   inevitable  

siege 
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6 A difficult situation noun dilemma, fix, jam dilemma, fix, jam 
7 To enrage or stir up verb anger, aggravate, 

excite 
appease, calm 

8 A safe place noun asylum, refuge war, disaster. 
Siege 

9 A long fight, especially the 
surrounding of a city 

noun blockade assistance, aid, 
clearance, 
beginning 

10 Following in order; next adjective ensuing preceding, 
previous, prior 

11 Not able to be trusted; 
traitorous 

adjective dishonest, false, 
untrustworthy 

faithful, loyal 

 

 
Social Studies: 
 We will continue with our focus on Ancient Greece. This week we are going to explore the 

Ancient Greek sculpture, Ancient Greek Girl Athlete.  Below you will see a text entitled, 
Ancient Greek Girl Athlete (Sculpture). This text is supported by an illustration, Read the text 
and the accompany illustration; then give a short student response to the three questions posted 
at the end of the text.  Follow the directions posted above the questions. 

 
 This unusual bronze figurine of a female runner was possibly made in or near Sparta, 
Greece, between 520-500 BCE. Ancient Sparta was the only Greek city-state that provided 
girls with public schooling including physical education. Girls were praised for their swiftness 
and likened to prized racehorses in choral songs (called partheneia) sung by girls' choruses in 
Sparta and elsewhere. Spartan females also participated in the Heraea, games held at Olympia 
every four years in honor of the goddess Hera. Winners received olive crowns, shared a cow 
they sacrificed to Hera, and were allowed to dedicate statues of themselves engraved with their 
names. The bronze rivet on her right foot suggests that this figurine was possibly attached to a 
vessel or utensil at one time. 
 Female athletes wore a short off-the-shoulder tunic like the one donned by this runner. 
It more closely resembled the semi-nude bare-breasted style of the legendary Amazons than the 
ornate and heavily draped Korai "maidens" elsewhere in Greece.? 



6 
 

Directions:  If you do not have a computer available to you, on a separate piece of notebook paper, 
head the upper right hand side of your paper with your name, date, and assignment name (the title 
of the article). Then number your paper from 1 to 5 and answer the questions below in full 
sentences. If you have the capacity to email me your assignment as an attachment, please do so.  
Otherwise follow the directions in the March 16th teacher comment section of this lesson plan. 

1. What is the author’s purpose for this text? 
2. How does the illustration (picture) support the text? 
3. In what ways does this girl's body reveal that she was athletic? 
4. What might her clothing tell us about notions of girlhood in Sparta? 
5. Based on the text from last week and this text, especially the last paragraph, what might 

account for the varieties of girlhoods throughout the Greek world? 
 

 
Teacher Comments:  
 
 Week of March 30th – April 3rd – As we continue on in the Stay in Place mode, I am hoping 

that you all have received the email that I sent at the beginning of the week.  I have received 
responses from some of you. I am hoping to hear from more of you soon. I have also received 
some completed work through email attachments.  I am hoping that more of you will begin to 
be able to submit your completed work through the email of your guardian or parent. If you are 
communication with me through your student St. Angela account and it is working well, please 
continue to do so. However, using the parent or guardian account has worked better for 
communication for me, so I will continue to communicate through those emails. I have been 
responding to the emails that I have been receiving.  Please look out for a Zoom email 
invitation. This is a video classroom.  If you have the capability to participate, please do so.  It 
is not required.  It will not affect your performance in any way.  I just want to visit and see if I 
can answer any questions or concerns face to face.  I will have three separate classes for 
reading only. One for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade.  For Sixth and Eight graders, I will discuss religion 
and social studies during your reading meeting. Hope you and your family members are well. 
 

 Week of March 23rd – 27th: As I have seen from your responses to Commonlit, most of you has 
access to some sort of electronic device, so communication can be a little easier.  In addition to 
posting this week’s lessons on St. Angela’s school website, I will be sending out individual 
emails to all of you with this week’s lessons attached.  It would make it easier for grading, if 
you could possibly send me your completed work as an attachment to an email to me.  If it is 
not possible then follow the directions I posted below for the Week of March 16th -20th. 

 
 
 Week of March 16 – 20th: I know that the current situation is a little scary and somewhat 

confusing, but we will work together to keep on learning.  I need you to follow the directions I 
have posted above for all the assignments.  Please put all your completed work in a large 
envelope, or folder of some kind with your name, grade, and subjects.  For example, at the top 
of the large envelope or the flap of the folder, print your name, 6th grade, and Reading/World 
History.  Make sure you properly head your paper with your name, date, and subject.  This 
way, it will make it easier for me to grade when we return to school.  As we have done since 
October, your work on Commonlit.org will be submitted online and I will be able to view your 
progress through Commonlit.org. As is my usual practice, I will score your student short 
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responses and give your feedback that you will be able to view on your performance page. If 
you have any questions, please email me, as I will be looking at my St. Angela email several 
times a day while the campus is closed. 


