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SAINT ANGELA SCHOOL 
ALTERNATIVE LEARNING PLAN ASSIGNMENTS 

Week of March 30 – April 3, 2020 
 

Teacher Dr. Farina        Grade 8th 
 
The Alternative Learning Plan Assignments listed below will facilitate continuous uninterrupted learning with 
assignments based on the academic standards promulgated by the State of Illinois and the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. Scholars are expected to complete the assignments as described, and submit them when they return 
to school. That date has yet to be determined. Each Sunday around 5:00 PM, beginning on March 15 until 
school resumes, your scholar’s Alternative Learning Plan Assignments will be posted on our school website. 
Parents, thank you in advance for your kind and generous assistance in extending learning into the home 
during this very difficult and trying time. Be safe and God bless! 
 
Reading:  
 Independent Reading: I am up-to-date on my scoring your short student written responses for 

independent reading articles and have released your scores to you.  As you did last week, Log 
into your Commonlit.org. account.  Your articles for this week are posted to begin on Monday, 
March 30th. Again, to assist you this week, I have activated the guided reading questions for 
this week’s article.  Complete the guided questions before attempting the assessment 
questions.  As I did last week, at the end of this week, I will be monitoring your progress. As I 
have been doing all along, I will take your highest scores for a two week period and record 
your scores in Power School.  If you have additional articles that you have not completed on 
your home page, take this opportunity to complete those articles, too. Be aware that the due 
date for this week’s assigned article is Wednesday, April 1st. Try your best to get the article 
completed by that time.  Remember to apply the It Says, I Say and So reading strategy we 
have been practicing for the past two months.  I want you to note the action and the object in 
the questions before your search for your evidence in the text to support your answer, then 
compare your answer to the M/C options. Remember you can follow the same process, minus 
the comparison component for your short student response.  If you do not have a computer 
available, do all of this on a separate piece of notebook paper that includes your name, date, 
and name of the article. When you return, you can submit it for a classwork grade. As I have 
been viewing your short responses and the results of your M/C questions, I have noticed that 
some of you are not applying the “It Says, I Say and So in your answer choices or your short 
student written response.  Please read the teacher responses that I have included with your 
scores, so that you can improve your performance for this week’s submission. 
 

 Skill Study - Making Inferences When Reading: We will continue with the study of the reading 
skill of making inferences from text.   
 
Directions:  If you do not have access to a computer, on a separate piece of notebook paper, head 
the upper right hand side of your paper with your name, date, and assignment name (the title of the 
article). Answer the questions below in full sentences. If you have the capacity to email me your 
assignment as an attachment, please do so.  Otherwise follow the directions in the March 16th 
teacher comment section of this lesson plan. 
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Reading between the Lines 
 When you read and pick up ideas that are not directly stated in what you are reading. 
These implies ideas in the writing possess great importance in the reader obtaining full 
understanding of the author’s meaning. As a reader discovering these implied ideas in writing 
is called making inferences or drawing conclusions. 
 
Guidelines for Making Inferences in Reading 
 
Never lose sight of the available information.  As much as possible, base your inferences on the 
facts.  
 
Use your background information and experience to help you in making inferences. The more 
you know about a subject, the better your inferences are likely to be.  So, keep in mind that if 
your background in an area is weak, your inferences maybe shaky.   
 
Consider the alternatives. Don’t simply accept the first inference that comes to mind.  Instead, 
consider all of the facts of a case and all the possible explanations. 
 

 
 
Look at the cartoon above.  What inferences can you make that are most logically based on 
the information suggested by the cartoon? 

 

Can you identify the two inferences in that are most firmly based on the information given in 
the following paragraph? 
 



3 
 

 Jim Johnson panicked when he came home from work to find his neighbor’s pet rabbit 
dead and in the jaws of his German shepherd, Fido.  Johnson took the filthy, slightly chewed-
up bunny into his house, washed it with care, and then used the blow dryer to restore its fur 
as best he could.  A short time later he secretly put the rabbit back into its outdoor cage. 
 The next day, Jim’s neighbor stopped him as they were both doing yard work. “Did you 
hear that Thumper died?” “ 
 “Uh, no,” stammered Johnson. 
 “We went out a couple days ago and found him dead. What’s really weird, though, is 
that the day after we buried him, we went outside and discovered that someone had dug him 
up, given him a bath, styled his fur, and put him back into his cage!” 
 
Inference #1:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Inference #2:____________________________________________________________ 

 
 Vocabulary Study:  We are again working with the program Flocabulary. Since we cannot 

share this lesson in person, I have cut and pasted the lyrics of How to be an Entrepreneur 
below, so that you can see the focus vocabulary words in context. Use the lyrics of the rap to 
help you identify the meaning of the focus words.   
 

 How to be an Entrepreneur  

Step one: Learn to discern  between 
A good idea and a harebrained scheme. 
Be inventive , create new things, 
'Cause new inventions will get you paid real big. 
Two: Keep your enemies next to you, 
In your perspective  and your view. 

You better rebuke  and criticize those foes 
Who want to step. "Where?" All up on your toes. 
Three: Don't get greedy like monopoly, 
It could turn evil like an atrocity . 

And don't work from time to time, sporadically , 
That plan's got holes like a cavity. 
Four: Be a voracious  reader, read more books, 
No weirdo stuff, you'll get zero bucks. 
Five: Be a strong leader to exemplify , 
And show your people how to live their lives. 
Your enemies are the competition, so listen: 
Deploy  your troops, get 'em in position. 
Six: You can eat Chex Mix, but don't mix checks, dude, 
Get someone to support and abet  you. 

When you do math, be fastidious , 



4 
 

Pay mad attention to math equations. 
Seven: Can't do it? "Nope." Not feasible ? 
You can't fly to the moon in a station wagon. 
If you can't hear the TV you need some captions , 
Those words below, take it from your captain. 
Step eight: You must evolve  and change, 
Like a chimpanzee to a human being. 
Step nine: I make rhymes, but I minimize  the times it takes, 
Keep it small like a model's waist. 
Ten: Stack paper, but give some back 
To those who have less, they can live on that. 
Greed can be stinky like manure, 
This is how to be an entrepreneur… 

 Directions:  The new focus words below are from the rap, How to be an Entrepreneur. Either on 
Word document or on a sheet of notebook paper with the usual heading number from 1 – 13. Using 
context clues from the text and the table below, match the focus word in the textbox to the accurate 
meaning, part of speech, synonym, and antonym. 

 
 
 
 
 

Row Meaning Part of 
Speech 

Synonym Antonym 

 1. Marked by a large appetite 
for food or an activity. 

adjective  avid, unquenchable, 
insatiable 

quenched, satisfied, 
indifferent 

 2. Not happening often; 
occasional. 

adjective scattered, spotty, 
infrequent 

continual, frequent, 
regular 

 3. to criticize sharply or 
disapprove of. 

verb  berate, admonish, 
reprimand 

praise 

 4. To reduce to the smallest 
among. 

verb downplay, diminish, 
lessen 

maximize, 
overestimate 

 5. creative adjective artistic, innovative unimaginative 
unresourceful 

 6. Capable of being 
accomplished; possible. 

verb likely impossible, 
impracticable, 
unlikely 

 7. Demanding, painstaking or 
hard to please. 

adjectives careful, meticulous, 
exacting 

lax 

 8. to show by example, or to be 
an example of. 

verb demonstrate, 
display, represent 

cover, obscure 

 9. To grow or change over time. verb change, develop, 
grow 

halt, lose 

exemplify atrocity fastidious Abet  rebuke   

discern  feasible minimize deploy  voracious 

sporadic inventive evolve  
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10. To detect or perceive as 
separate and distinct. 

verb  differentiate, 
distinguish 

disregard, overlook 

11. To spread out or move into a 
position of readiness. 

verb position withhold 

12. An appalling condition; 
something shockingly cruel or 
inhumane. 

noun monstrousness, 
wickedness  

pleasantry 

13. to assist, encourage or 
support, usually in some 
wrongdoing. 

verb  aid, encourage, help hinder 

 
Religion 
 
Making the Connection to scripture 
Young people can be skeptical, and no doubt relate to the notion of someone being raised from the 
dead as something that is “too good to be true.” This Sunday’s Gospel tells us that Jesus does indeed 
have power over death. 
 
The Death of Lazarus - John 11:1-45  
11 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on 
the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you 
love is sick.” 

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that 
God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So 
when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his 
disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 

8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going 
back?” 

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not 
stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for 
they have no light.” 

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going 
there to wake him up.” 

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, 
but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
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16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.” 

Jesus Comforts the Sisters of Lazarus 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now 
Bethany was less than two miles[b] from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to 
meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know 
that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even 
though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into 
the world.” 

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she 
said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now 
Jesus had not yet entered the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the 
Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went 
out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” 

Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A1-45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26540a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A1-45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26542b
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38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 
entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been 
there four days.” 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 
heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing 
here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

The Plot to Kill Jesus 

Therefore, many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him. 
----------------------------------------- 
Teacher Comment:  
This Gospel invites us to believe more deeply in Jesus, who truly has power over death. Especially, 
when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, he showed his power over death. We believe that by Jesus’ 
death and Resurrection, he conquered death and won eternal life for us. Our faith tells us that those 
who are like Martha and Mary—people who believe that Jesus is the Resurrection and the life—will 
find eternal life. 

Directions:  On a separate piece of notebook paper, head the upper right hand side of your paper 
with your name, date, and assignment name (the title of the article). Then number your paper 
from 1 to 3 and answer the questions below in full sentences. If you have the capacity to email me 
your assignment as an attachment, please do so.  Otherwise follow the directions in the March 
16th teacher comment section of this lesson plan. 

Questions: 

1.  What is it that happened in this Sunday’s Gospel that seems too good to be true? 
2. How did people react to this miracle?  

Why would this be an appropriate text to read at this Lenten period? 
 
 
 
Teacher Comments:  
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 Week of March 30th – April 3rd – As we continue on in the Stay in Place mode, I am hoping 
that you all have received the email that I sent at the beginning of the week.  I have received 
responses from some of you. I am hoping to hear from more of you soon. I have also received 
some completed work through email attachments.  I am hoping that more of you will begin to 
be able to submit your completed work through the email of your guardian or parent. If you are 
communication with me through your student St. Angela account and it is working well, please 
continue to do so. However, using the parent or guardian account has worked better for 
communication for me, so I will continue to communicate through those emails. I have been 
responding to the emails that I have been receiving.  Please look out for a Zoom email 
invitation. This is a video classroom.  If you have the capability to participate, please do so.  It 
is not required.  It will not affect your performance in any way.  I just want to visit and see if I 
can answer any questions or concerns face to face.  I will have three separate classes for 
reading only. One for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade.  For Sixth and Eight graders, I will discuss religion 
and social studies during your reading meeting. Hope you and your family members are well. 
 

 Week of March 23rd – 27th: As I have seen from your responses to Commonlit, most of you has 
access to some sort of electronic device, so communication can be a little easier.  In addition to 
posting this week’s lessons on St. Angela’s school website, I will be sending out individual 
emails to all of you with this week’s lessons attached.  It would make it easier for grading, if 
you could possibly send me your completed work as an attachment to an email to me.  If it is 
not possible then follow the directions I posted below for the Week of March 16th -20th. 

 
 
 Week of March 16 – 20th: I know that the current situation is a little scary and somewhat 

confusing, but we will work together to keep on learning.  I need you to follow the directions I 
have posted above for all the assignments.  Please put all your completed work in a large 
envelope, or folder of some kind with your name, grade, and subjects.  For example, at the top 
of the large envelope or the flap of the folder, print your name, 6th grade, and Reading/World 
History.  Make sure you properly head your paper with your name, date, and subject.  This 
way, it will make it easier for me to grade when we return to school.  As we have done since 
October, your work on Commonlit.org will be submitted online and I will be able to view your 
progress through Commonlit.org. As is my usual practice, I will score your student short 
responses and give your feedback that you will be able to view on your performance page. If 
you have any questions, please email me, as I will be looking at my St. Angela email several 
times a day while the campus is closed. 
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